62                      WE LEAVE HYDERABAD.

I do not know when I spent a more agreeable
time than I did at Hyderabad under Mr. Cordery's
hospitable roof. Each day we went for drives in
the neighbourhood, and passed many a delightful
hour with the officers of the different regiments
quartered at Secunderabad and Tremulgherry, so
that it was with sincere regret that I said good-
bye to my host and took the train back to Poona;
but having received a telegram from the Duke of
Connaught's aide-de-camp, saying that Their
Royal Highnesses would be there on the following
morning and wished me to meet them at the sta-
tion, I had no time to spare. Paget travelled with
me as for as Poona, going straight on to Bombay.
He wished to see Burinah, and so we parted, agree-
ing to meet again at Hyderabad at the end of
February, for our big-game shooting expedition
with the Nawab Vikar Ul Umra.

The following months I spent chiefly with the
Duke and Duchess. I accompanied them in the
Duke's tour of inspection all through the Bombay
Presidency, and saw the places of interest under